
In 2014, Mexico (with financial and logistical support from the Obama administration) launched Programa Frontera Sur, a security enforcement 
project aimed at stopping Central American migrants from reaching the U.S./Mexico border. Under this program, Mexico dramatically increased 
arrests and deportations while simultaneously making the migration journey more arduous and deadly. In response to this heightened security, 
migrants have turned to transnational gangs such as MS-13 who have become increasingly involved in the human smuggling industry. In 2015 De 
León began a long-term photoethnographic project focused on understanding the daily lives of Honduran smugglers who profit from transporting 
migrants across the length of Mexico. In this talk he will use ethnographic data to discuss the relationship between transnational gangs and the 
human smuggling industry and outline the complicated role that photography plays as a field method and data source in this violent and ethically 
challenging context.

Jason De León is Executive Director of the Undocumented Migration Project and the Colibri Center for Human Rights. He is also Professor 
of Anthropology and Chicana/o Studies at UCLA.  De León is head curator of the ongoing global exhibition “Hostile Terrain 94”, author of the 
award-winning book “The Land of Open Graves: Living and Dying on the Migrant Trail” and a 2017 MacArthur Fellow.
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SOLDIERS AND KINGS: INSIDE THE 
WORLD OF HUMAN SMUGGLING

ANTHROPOLOGIST  JASON DE LEÓN

TUE. 10/11, 4:30 PM
219 Burr Hall & Zoom

Free and open to the public. Followed by a reception.
Pre-register for Zoom at: plas.princeton.edu/events

Sponsored by the Department of Anthropology, Center for Migration and 
Development, Effron Center for the Study of America, Princeton Institute for 

International and Regional Studies (PIIRS), and the Humanities Council.
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https://plas.princeton.edu/events/2022/jason-de-le%C3%B3n-soldiers-and-kings-inside-world-human-smuggling
https://princeton.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIsd-mhpjIsHdKV1xMhNBkNJgb7hNB54vWG
https://plas.princeton.edu/events/2022/jason-de-le%C3%B3n-soldiers-and-kings-inside-world-human-smuggling

